Correct and Incorrect Depths

Correct Incorrect Incorrect
At same depth or 1/2” Too deep and roots Too shallow and
deeper than seedling bent. roots exposed.
grew in nursery.
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1. Insert dibble as shown

and pull toward planter.
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4. Pull handles of dibble
toward planter firming soil
at bottom of roots.
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2. remove dibble and

place seedling at correct

depth.

5. Push handle of
dibble forward from
planter firming soil at
top of roots.

3. Insert dibble 2 inches
toward planter from
seedling.

6. Firm soil around
seedling with feet.
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Figure 21 An cxample of the hole and shovel method of
phnﬂng leedli.np.P

Fig. 3. One method of long-term tree storage is the

“heeling-in’* technique. Roots must be
packed tightly in soil and kept moist, and
the heel-in trench must be shaded and

protected from the wind.
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‘L' ROOTS ‘U’ or 'J' ROOTS JAMMED COMPACTED TOO SHALLOW TOO DEEP
Hole shallow Hole shallow, root ROOTS ROOTS Roots exposed, Needles buried.
ends often exposed Hole 100 narrow Hole too narrow hole Loo shallow hole OK, tree
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INADEQUATE
TAMPING
Roots drying
likely due to

depression left

PLANTED IN
ROTTEN WOOD
Roots not in damp

mineral soil

PLANTED ON NOT VERTICAL '
MOUND Tree not planted 'AIR POCKET
Roots apt 1o vertical to the Showing improper A SATISFAC—
dry out horizontal plane tamping TORILY
Z PLANTED
TREE

Fig. 4 . Drawings 1 through 11 illustrate various ways that trees should not be planted. The ideal planting
is shown in drawing 12.



